Kenwood House (Pride and Prejudice was filmed there), Madame Tussaud’s Wax Works, British Museum, St Paul’s Cathedral and other places. 

Karin came with us to Scotland to visit relatives who are farming in the original McEwen land area at Colmonell in the south west of Scotland. We met up with Dave’s parents and relatives of Alison’s. On up to Loch Lomond and Glencoe and then south past Inverary Castle to Kilfinan. Treking out to the McEwen castle remains in the rain was memorable. You leave the hotel at  Kilfinan and walk through fields, along the beach of  Loch Fyne until you come to a rising protrusion in the Loch and there on the top is a cairn on a insignificant pile of rocks – the remains of the McEwen castle destroyed in 1400 AD. On asking Ian if he felt emotional kinship with his past descendants, his response was much coughing as the dampness had set his asthma off and that he was too wet and uncomfortable to feel anything!

The USA leg of the journey was great meeting old friends Ed and Mary Bernreuter who are in their mid nineties and an inspiration, on through Missouri and Iowa, meeting new friends and then to rest with Ian’s cousins, Carl and Betty Brown in Rockford before the long trip home.
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In March after months of collecting and filling boxes we, with friends packed a 20 foot shipping container and sent it to Odessa. It arrived in April and our frustration began. Great excitement, it left the Port, on 11th December. What started out as a straightforward activity of sharing our surplus has turned out to be a challenging spiritual battle. Do we really believe God is sovereign?  Are we able to really rest in our trust in God? Is it possible to move people by prayer? Alison, particularly found it difficult with numerous emails travelling between here and Ukraine. Thank you, everyone who prayed. We  have learnt heaps through the frustration. Currently praying that the distribution will go well.

[image: image2.wmf]In the meanwhile, our children and their families are thriving. The biggest news

 is that Rob and Marianne, Cassandra ( 8), Georgie (6) and Harrison (2) are 

leaving in January to live in Manilla, Phillipines for 2 years. We will miss them but Rob and Marianne are hoping for more family life together as Rob has been away a great deal of the year. Currently, he is in Manilla having started his position, as an engineer with a joint venture for an onshore/offshore gas facility which includes the maintenance of a 500 km gas pipeline.
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Jim and Grace, Hamish(10) and Renee(8) continue to delight us with their enjoyment of the farm and all it offers. The freedom to ride the motorbikes being one of the favourite activities. Recently, Hamish finished 6th in Victoria in his age group in his BMX racing and 4th on his 20inch bike.

Trevor and Debbie are greatly affected by the drought as the cost of feed for the pigs is prohibitive. It will be a challenge to their management to survive the next twelve months. Deb is appreciating the sessions involved in her Rural Leadership Course. She met the challenge of the Kimberley sector very well and is able to apply a number of skills learnt in the course already. She is a very effective spokesman for the pig industry. The children settled into their new school in Donald after Watchem Primary closed. They enjoy 

                    swimming club, pony club, church, hockey, football 

                     and school trips, keeping their Mum and Dad busy.

Karin is appreciating her new school. Although still an East End school, the good management makes life a bit easier.  At times she thinks it is time to return home to Australia but not just yet. She is enjoying Dave’s friendship and together they seem to get around the country. Dave ran in the Great Northern Run. Karin has been off colour so did not continue training but enjoyed the weekend away. Karin will be in Scotland for Christmas.

 Although we think of Betty and the families involved in the accident often, we have had many positives in the year with Carly Rogers Brigden staying with us for seven months, teaching two students with disabilities at school, Ian being Chairman of a consultative water committee, Convention, friends, planting 5000 trees and all the goodness God gives.

We love our contacts through email and especially at this time of the year with so many Christmas greetings and accompanying news from friends and family.

We trust that you have a lovely Christmas day and a blessed New Year and that 2003 brings you into a closer walk with the Lord Jesus Christ and indeed `Peace on Earth and Goodwill to all Men’
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Happy group in March, container packed





Here we all are – Alison’s great 60th Birthday present
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