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For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given 

   Isaiah9:6
  Email: amc12370@bigpond.net.au                                

Dear 

As we celebrate this Christmas season, may you feel His loving presence in everything you do. We find the challenge is, as the joys occur, to acknowledge the Lord’s blessing and presence and as the difficulties arise to also acknowledge that problems are challenges from the Lord for us to grow more like Him. As we share those joys and challenges we will endeavour to also share the funny side of what happened throughout the year! 

We enjoy writing to you as we think of you and the way your life through news, phone calls, emails, letters, visits and shared activities contributes to the richness and enjoyment of our lives, giving relief to the strains that 10 years of drought, below average yields and lack of water brings.

We opened our year with a beautiful wedding of a young couple, Michael and Brooke of whom we are very fond. Ian bought a suit – felt the occasion and the frequent funerals we attend needed some decorum. We think it is our age  - we save the order of service as we love to keep the photo. The level of grief varies according to the age of our friends. For our very elderly it gives rise to stories. At our neighbour, Cliff Pink’s (95) funeral, a friend told of Cliff’s solution to the rabbit problem. At the time Bill was a gullible boy from the city. `You don’t need rabbit traps,’ says Cliff, ‘You find some house bricks, one side has a hollow, fill it with pepper, put them around the burrow and when they come out at night, they will sneeze, hit their head on the brick and die!!!” Two weddings, funerals, one 18th, one Govt deputation and the suit has had a good work out. The funniest being Bill’s 18th  in July . The invitation was ‘formal’ so Ian went to his wardrobe only to find the suit coat, no trousers -`Donald where’s your trousers?’ – at the dry cleaners. Next Ian was responsible for buying the gift – beautiful big tool box with wonderful tools inside, ah but where’s the key? – big hunt and off to the party without it– the gift giving a bit of an anti climax! Next day located the key back in Horsham, left on the counter! Bill had a wonderful party and appreciated his gift from Poppa and Nan.

A few days away in February travelling along the Great Ocean Rd, staying in Apollo Bay and further on at Nelson was very enjoyable. Having never been in that part of the world before, we hired a boat with outboard motor. We appreciated the river and the high cliffs as we putted up the river. Onto the Adelaide hills, staying with Ian’s sister Beryl and husband Ted completed a valued break.

Our camping trip to Queensland, in June was also into areas unknown, travelling up through Balranald,(weekend with Parkers ), Hay, Hillston, Mount Hope, Cobar, Bourke, Cunnamulla,( terribly dry with roo roadkill 5 to 10 per kilometre to Charleville, where the country changed completely, nice and green with fat cattle all the way because of the cyclones early in the year, Blackall, Barcaldine, Longreach, Winton and NE to Hughendon (very impressed with central Queensland grazing lands so well developed ) onto  Townsville and back along the coast to Mackay staying two days at Airlie Beach and Shute Harbour inland to Clairmont  via Nebo and the enormous coalmine open cuts and all the twin cabs sporting flags so they do not get run over by the huge dozers and loaders. Clairmont to Emerald had the best crops in Eastern Australia - the drought extended north until Charleville. In Cairns at that time the water was going over the spillway 9 feet deep!  

Spent an afternoon in the beautiful Carnarvon Gorge. (like the Grampians but with Palm trees) latish into Roma and could not get a bed with two caravan parks and ten Motels and had to pitch our tent. Spent time at the huge Jondaryan Woolshed where they shore up to 200,000 sheep a year on 84 stands in the old days. We visited friends at Peachester on the Sunshine coast and also at Toowoomba skirting Brisbane and a couple of days at Tweed Heads to Tamworth, Narrandera,(more friends) Deniliquin, Kerang and home. We enjoyed the sightseeing but visiting friends enables you to enjoy and understand an area more. We stayed with John and Fiona Hamilton on their property, north of Longreach and gained a glimpse into station life – distances and the vastness of size. John was fencing off his bull paddock – 600 acres. The trip had its funny moments. On the fourth night out Ian wanted to camp out in the bush and so we did. All was well until we got into bed on the air mattress and felt it going slowly down and down and down. We had punctured it and we slept on the ground. It was the coldest night, the frost was so thick in the morning, the sky had been milky white (the frost killed a few plants at home). After 3 nights on the ground, attempting to fix the airbed we bought a new one. Ian observed the speed limit meticulously as it was double the demerit points in NSW, and the number of his points was at a precarious level. Unfortunately, between Gunnedah and Cooabarabran at the little town of Mullaly the sun was setting directly into Ian’s eyes, a shower of rain made the windscreen glisten orange, Ian drove with his head out the window at 15kmh and at last we turned the corner and speeded up. Oh no!! police, we did not know we were in a small town doing 75KMH in a 50 KMH zone!!!! Guess what $500 fine!!! You have to laugh or you would go nuts.  Meeting up with old friends, Dorothy Schipp at Tweed Heads,Gof and  Robyn Chapman at Toowoomba, Ian’s cousin’s wife at Gatton, Ray and Annette Eland at Peachester were really special as well as making new ones.

 Home to a crop that looked as if it was going to finish. We saw very few crops with any potential after covering 8000 kms. We managed to harvest 600 tonne and Neil has been able to bale up a few hundred big bales of straw from our stubbles that is now in much demand. We are fortunate to have mostly lighter soils which have given us more crop than most and we have the quarry with water that will take us through autumn, hopefully . Farming is a challenge and we are getting tired of the lack of water for decent yields and for stock water. Our main concern is for James and Grace as they are just starting out after leaving a secure job in Melbourne. We pray that the rain will be consistent through the next growing season.

The major highlight of the year was Karin’s time at home with us during August. It was wonderful to see her and talk to her directly rather than on the phone. She had an amazing story of nearly missing her schedule flight home. On the way to Heathrow, the train line she was traveling on was blocked by a landslide, trying to get on a bus with people on the kerb pushing her and her case onto the bus and the people on the bus trying to push her off. Finally arriving at Heathrow but not being able to find Eastern China Airlines check out desk. Eventually, reaching the right Gate only to be told the flight was delayed, sleeping on the floor, waiting around for hours and finally being given a business class seat!!! and arriving in Melbourne on time. We had a family weekend at Apollo Bay and watched Hamish (13) ride in his motor cross events at Colac on the Sunday. We enjoyed sitting in the sun amongst the action but concluded that it was no wonder Grace did not go to every Motor Cross Event that Hamish rode in! Hamish is riding very well. He finished 24th out of 100 in the National Championship, in Canberra. Karin returned to London to continue her teaching of Year 2 and enjoying her friends and sharing in church life. 

Our continued interest in Ukraine has led us to open an Op Shop in Donald. After considered thought the committee decided that as we were packing clothes we may as well sell some of them to raise funds for the freight and the education support we send to Ukraine for university students. We opened the shop in October, 3 days per week and feel that the enterprise’s return is worthwhile. The clothes come from many places and people. Sorting/packing is easier if the clothes are in clean, good condition. We are enjoying the challenge, working together with a lovely group of ladies and gentlemen and appreciative customers.

The family is well. Debbie celebrated her 40th birthday this year with a great party. She is working two weeks in Bendigo and two weeks in Donald. Her time in Bendigo is giving her valuable professional experience. She also completed a Certificate in Gerontology during the year. Bill(18) completed his VCE and has started an apprenticeship with Donald Steel. Stephanie(16) is at school in Bendigo and is enjoying her first part time job. Olivia(14) is recovering from a badly broken knee. Rebekah(13) has had a very successful year with her dancing. Recently, she and her friends participated in a very professionally presented dance concert. Levi(11) is as loving as ever, and enjoying his tennis.

Grace and Renee(12) hold the fort when James and Hamish(14) are away motor cross racing. Renee enjoys her dancing as well and is a delight wherever she is. We enjoy being able to share in the school `specials’. Grace is appreciated whether she is working in Birchip or on farm or sharing hospitality with family or friends. 

Recently, we were in Melbourne for Rob and Marianne’s eldest daughter, Cassandra’s(11) Year 6’s school plays. Cassandra is enrolled in Camberwell Girl’s Grammar for next year. Her love of learning will enable her to make the most of this wonderful opportunity. Georgina(9) is learning piano and Harrison(6) has enjoyed his first year at school.

Rob is project manager for a number of engineering projects one of which is in the Sakhalin Islands north of Japan, this finds him travelling away from home often. Marianne has continued her Christian Counselling course through Tabor College and has only 2 units to complete this degree level course.

We continue our interests in the Easter Convention, Church, Landcare, VFF, and National Party. Ian is a member of a number of water consultative committees and has been kept busy with the deep concerns of all time low water levels, level of rates charged when there was no delivered water. Along with others, Ian has played a significant role in informing the Govt of the needs. We appreciate the support the Govt is now providing for the drought effected farmers, including us.

We trust the Lord for the provision of our needs and for the rain in the coming season


We pray that you may have a very Happy Christmas and a safe holiday  and a blessed New Year




























Harrison and Poppa











