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Christmas 2005

Dear 


Action packed - exciting would be one way to describe our year.  What joy to have a `wet’ spring! Not really wet wet but wetter than the last 8 Springs.

Momentous moments in 2005:
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 Ian surviving a stray bullet. He was sitting reading at the table when the window seemed to explode as a bullet flew in, a meter from his head.

[image: image7.wmf]Alison seeing, in Ukraine, the boxes that had been sent in a 20 foot container, locked in a cellar with the distribution in the hands of a gracious Christian lady. 

[image: image8.jpg]


Celebrating our 40th Wedding anniversary in January. We both felt it was a great occasion to celebrate with friends and family who gathered together around a spit roast and summer salads and sweets. 

Staying with Rob and Marianne and family in Manilla, Karin in London and Ian’s sister and husband, Ted and Beryl Curnow in Cornwall

Ian hearing the rain on the roof in June, 3 days after Alison arrived home. Not sure which was more welcome? The rain Alison thinks? not true says Ian.
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Alison undergoing bowel surgery  for a benign growth on the wall of the bowel, in February – and subsequent quick recovery - operation successful. As was Ian’s arthroscope on his right knee.

Ian organizing a Christian Business Men’s Dinner at Watchem. Our friend, Bevan Grosser spoke and you could have heard a pin drop as he described his droving experiences, loss of his farming enterprise through a price drop in cattle and the loss of his eldest son through cancer. All the time Bevan’s faith in Jesus Christ remained strong. The most moving part of his talk was his appreciative thanks to the individual men and women who had helped him by showing kindness and assistance while droving through our district at a time of his greatest need. Bevan’s opening line was `My cattle and Ian McEwen have one thing in common they both love native pines’ – Bevan and his cattle haven’t been back since!

Visiting Parliament House in Spring St for a dinner hosted by the National Party Parliamentary members. It is a beautiful building. The gold leaf work, natural timber paneling, the paintings are our heritage to be maintained and appreciated. Both Houses were sitting and we were able to seeing our democratic processes in progress, even if it is frustrating for the opposition.

[image: image10.jpg]


Enjoying a musical soiree in our home in October was memorable. One of the Japanese exchange students, Marina who has been attending Donald High is an accomplished pianist. She entertained a [image: image11.jpg]


large, appreciative audience with her rendition of Beethoven, Chopin, Debussy while the music teacher contrasted with Irving Berlin. Another student, John played the violin. As a fundraiser for the Ukraine Fund and a pleasant evening it was a great success.
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`Mum you would be good at that!’ `But I don’t have craft or music skills’ was Alison’s protest. Deb suggested that Alison work in the St Arnaud Nursing Home(Aged Care) for 10 weeks as Activity Coordinator. She found that having the above skills was not as important as having the `talk’ skill. Seeing Alison is good at that she found 

*she really enjoyed her time with the seniors.

       *a challenge to create interesting activities   .     *became good at talking to herself. 

                                  
*Did a lot of walking - the facilities are big!

Good average crops after a very busy year, farm wise. Starting with some heavy rain events in the summer causing heavy summer weed problems with bindiis and melons soaking up a lot of time and chemicals. We then had a dry autumn not raining till June, which meant late seeding again with weed problems in crop because we could not wait for a weed germination.  So we had to rely on chemicals again for weed control. We had a great spring and the end is a little above average. We decided to lamb the young ewes we purchased from WA in July to avoid the hassle of feeding through winter. This was first time for us with mixed result. We lost a lot of ewes and lambs because the lambs were too big for the maiden ewes. After 50 years of farming there are still lessons to be learnt. 


Seeing new places, Alison counted it a privilege to travel to Ukraine to see the boxes of secondhand clothes, shoes, toys arrived at their destination. While there I sensed the greater freedom with the new government, observed less western finance for the churches, an improving economy, although still high unemployment – much fresh paint though, but orphanage and disability sector under funded. Experienced another untoward happening – a taxi driver desperate for a ride tricked us into riding in his taxi and left us not knowing where we were!!!! Thank goodness for mobile phones. We were on our way to visit a church orphanage –we eventually arrived. Loved being in Manilla seeing Fort Santiago, visiting Far East Broadcasting Corporation, going to church. Being whisked by security guards when entering church was a new experience!!!

Being in London with Karin and seeing Wimbledon Tennis Museum, ferry ride down the Thames to Greenwich, Buckingham Palace and the Changing of the Guard, Cabinet War Rooms, down to Cornwall, hearing a Cornish choir, Eden project, St Ives, St Just near Land’s End – thick fog in summer, sightseeing on the Cornish coast to name just a few of the places. A truly wonderful trip.

Our families are all well and busy with their various activities.

A fresh insight into the Hope that the birth of the Lord Jesus has given us, makes Christmas even more special. Professor Douglas Milne who brought the Bible teaching at the Convention this past Easter has written in his commentary on Timothy/Titus, Jesus Christ is our Hope (our assurance) because of all that He has done personally and historically on behalf of sinful men and women who trust in Him – - - we hope to see Jesus as He is, to be like Him, and to be with Him. No wonder we celebrate Christmas.

May you have a blessed Christmas as you celebrate with your families and friends,

Looking forward to hearing your news,

Ian and Alison McEwen

8 Sproats Lane

Donald 3480

Ph (03) 54971328

Fax (03) 54971908

Email amc12370@bigpond.net.au

Supplement with family update


Our families are growing.

Seeing Deb and the children frequently, keeps us in touch with their activities. Bill is working with a harvesting contractor for the summer after completing his Year 11. Stephanie is a great support to her Mum in between reading the latest book. Being runner up in the under 15 Hockey was a special. Olivia is showing that she may have inherited the natural music ability of her Poppa Borden. Being invited to play with a visiting school band was a highlight, Rebekah who has had a great Year 6 with her teacher who won Victorian Graduate Teacher of the Year was in the Tournament of the Minds team, also loves her dancing. Levi has taken to tennis like duck to water. Deb is nursing more in Donald these days which makes it easier for her travel wise. Life is still challenging for her – settlement has just been completed– Deb’s quiet strength and dignity is an inspiration to all of us.

James and Grace have established themselves in the community making many friends. This is most apparent in the number of parties that Grace has booked as she presents `Body Shop’ products. Hamish has done well in Year 7 while still enjoying his motor cross riding. Recently, being first in 85cc division paled in achievement in his Nan’s eyes as she watched him jump a 20 foot high gap in a `Freestyle’ demonstration! Renee who is a delight recently planned a surprised birthday celebration for her teacher with all the class involved. She too loves dancing especially the concert. James is much in demand as a shearer, this creates torn priorities between farm demands and the scarcity of shearers.

Rob and Marianne, Cassandra, Georgina and Harrison are home in Melbourne. It was so special to share in their expat. lifestyle for a week in Manilla. Rob is project manager with KBR subsidiary of Haliburton, he is responsible for supporting BHP Billiton, recent project was the overhaul of the gas plant at Port Campbell. The children are very happy to be at school in Melbourne. Cassandra who is a conscientious student also enjoys playing netball with Georgina and Harrison loves kinder. His Nan and Poppa enjoy his paintings. Alison enjoyed sharing Harrison’s  5th birthday in Manilla. Ian was able to attend Grandparent’s day arranged by Georgina’s class. Showing a few antique items added to the interest of the day.

After 5 years of reception teaching in London , Karin is teaching Year 2. Always a challenge when preparing a new curriculum. It was a special thrill for me to enjoy 10 days with Karin in May. Being in her classroom, meeting her friends, sightseeing – the Globe Theatre and the seeing the Shakespearean play, the Tempest was a highlight as was four days in St Ives, Cornwall with Ted and Beryl, Ian’s sister. Karin plans to be home for 5 weeks in August.

Trust you enjoyed our news and activities. Looking forward to hearing yours

Happy Christmas

Ian and Alison
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---there has been born for you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord – Luke 2:1


            Christ Jesus our Hope  1Tim 1 :1
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Christmas Greetings and may the hope of Christ’s promise bring blessings to you
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Marina Tanahara





Interior of the Globe Theatre, London
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