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Ian and Alison McEwen

8 Sproats Lane

Donald 3480

Vic Australia

Ph +61354971328

Mobile: 0429160676

Email: amc12370@bigpond.net.au

Christmas 2008

Dear 

`She gave birth to her first born son…

…there has been born for you a Saviour

                  who is Christ the Lord… `Luke 2: v 7 & 11
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Christmas is a time of reflection on the past year. Just as ‘Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart’, we too marvel at God’s undertaking for us through yet another year of recalcitrant weather patterns and other challenges.
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Did you hear the silence settle over north west Victoria in September and October? Or was that just in our hearts as the Spring rains failed for the 12th year in a row? Our hearts and minds slowed to a quiet disbelief that the promising season was slipping away.

As a result farming is a challenge again this year. Great prospects - Great start to Season - Great prices for grain in a hungry world. But the wheels fell off. In September no more rain here but good crops in other areas saw prices drop significantly. We have won on the futures but lost on the markets and taken a big discount on investments along with most other business people due to the Subprime fallout. Lambs and swab pigeons have held up well thanks to Jim’s management.

 The AWB single desk marketing demise has meant we have to market our own grain now and we are fortunate we are not that far from the Goulburn Valley dairy areas that have an insatiable appetite for grain, hay and straw. The early harvest is progressing well. We are grateful for the little grain that we do have and the relatively trouble free harvest.  

Water issues are taking a lot of Ian’s personal time and conflicting with the time he wants to spend on the bowling green. He is on a number of consultative committees attending numerous meetings. We are about to start carting water again maybe for 9 months until the new pipeline is up and running or we get some good catchment runoff . Water is the essence of our life and businesses. Frequently heard is the saying ‘Whisky is for drinking, water is for fighting over!!’
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One late afternoon, in March, Alison was taking a well earned rest, when there was frantic knocking on the front door. Opening it, a small child was crying in great distress - `Fire’, grabbing the small fire extinguisher and cordless phone, both which proved to be useless, Alison ran to the back of the block, the fire was already twenty foot high - our shed and shipping container burning. The 20 foot container held boxes packed with clothes and other goods ready to send to Ukraine. Each box was unloaded, clothes tipped out in piles of burnt and non-burnt clothes. The non-burnt, smoked clothes had to be washed!!!! Ladies from all over the region took clothes and washed and ironed them. We so appreciated all the help we received. The shed and contents completely burnt down. 
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Currently, we have another container load ready and we are waiting for the paperwork in Ukraine to be completed before sending it.

The Opportunity Shop that we manage is to raise funds for the freight and student support. This enterprise expanded rapidly so that we moved shop in July to much larger premises in the main street. The Shop is proving a valuable asset to the town. With a lovely group of volunteer ladies, we just manage to keep up with the stock coming in, sorting, placing on racks to sell or packing in boxes for sending to UKR. 

Our time in August, in Kingscliff, just on the Queensland border was a really pleasant and restful holiday. We had a ‘sit down’ holiday rather than travelling. The main feature was the bowls tournament Ian booked us into. It turned out to be State level with interstate players competing! We were fish [image: image6.jpg]


out of water but managed to take the lead in the second game!

[image: image7.jpg]


We are both enjoying bowls. Ian plays pennant but Alison is just a social player. Ian was pleased when his team made the finals of Country Week in Bendigo.

Climbing Mt Warning (near Kingscliff), an extinct volcano was a day Alison enjoyed. The last 150metres is sheer rock, straight up at a steep angle, pulling on a chain to reach the top. But reaching the well-vegetated peak was well worth the climb. The view was beautiful.
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During the year Bill, Debbie’s eldest son moved to MacKay, Qld to take advantage of the flourishing mining industry. We flew from Brisbane to MacKay, hired a car to see him. We stayed with Chris Sellick( our neighbour on the farm) just out of MacKay. We found Bill managing the challenges of a new job (continuation of his steel fabrication apprenticeship), finding housing, making new friends and working incredibly long hours. Chris who is also involved in the mining industry drove us around MacKay’s hinterland, down the Pioneer Valley – seeing the sugarcane world and climbing round and round the hairpin bends to the top of the steep mountain within the Eungella National Park. We were served Devonshire tea, overlooking the magnificent view back down the Valley.

We are still involved with the WVLC Easter Convention, Alison has handed over the secretarial position while maintaining her publicity role. We appreciate the Bible Teaching and the fellowship. The speakers, Brian Edgar, Professor of Theological Studies at Ashbury, USA and Michael Drennan of Portland Baptist made us think.

[image: image10.jpg]



[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]N

Wit b
L
L) '"]' y it




[image: image13.jpg]


After 41 years of being an independent church, Granite Community Church’s congregation voted to become a member of the Baptist Union of Victoria. BUV is able to give support in a number of ways while at the same time the church retains its autonomy.

[image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.jpg]


The family are well, Deb has been studying again this year – Post Graduate Diploma in Advanced Acute Care. The nurses find they need to keep up with the latest medical information. Bill is missing the family so he will be home for Christmas. Stephanie (Year 11) went to Beijing at the time of the Olympics with Fusion which is a para church group who do outdoor festivals. Olivia(Year 10) is planning a career in agriculture. She enjoyed her work experience with the Birchip Cropping Group and a stock agent in Ballarat. Rebekah (Year9) has been in the dance group again this year and their end of year concert was outstanding. The second half was the Mamma Mia story – we loved the music and dance. (saw the film twice). Levi (Year 7) is again swimming champ, loves his tennis and Roman history.



James, Grace and Renee(Year 7) all contribute to Hamish’s (Year 10)success in Motorcross – He competed in Perth at the Aust Junior Motor Cross Championship and finished 5th in 250cc and 6th 125cc. He is currently, attending the Aust Institute of Sport in Canberra having won a 10 day scholarship. Renee loves Pony Club and her horse, Louie. We really appreciated James and Grace making our holiday possible. The water situation makes it impossible to leave the farm unattended. Grace enjoys her work in Birchip and is a very popular supermarket assistant.




Rob and Marianne are busy with Marianne working fulltime this year as Chaplain at Forest Hill Secondary College. Rob is still Project Manager of the Oil and Gas Rig and pipeline in the Sakhalin Islands, north of Japan.  Cassandra (Year 8) is loving Camberwell Girls Grammar – she won a National History competition, Georgina(Year 5) had a lead role in the School Musical – we were delighted to see her as the Princess in the Mirror, Harrison is enjoying his football and basketball.  

Karin is the special news. She will be home from London for Christmas. We are looking forward to that. Karin has also booked her one way ticket home in July, 2009. After 10 years in UK. teaching, Karin has decided to return to `her roots’. Although she will make her own life in Melbourne, we will be able to see each other from time to time.

We trust you have a blessed Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.


Our hearts bow before Him…


             Our God and King


May the miracle 


             of His Love bless you 


And those lives you touch
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Alison and friend preparing bags of washing





Tweed River with Mt Warning 


               in background





Yours truly, 2008





Jill and Neil McEwen, Dr Steve Webb, Ian





Bill





Olivia, Stephanie, Rebekah





Levi with Poppa
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Hamish in action





Renee





Cassandra





Georgina





Harrison





Bill








