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8 Sproats Lane

DONALD  3480

Ph 0354971328

Mobile 0407313648

Email: amc12370@bigpond.net.au
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Dear 

    Changes                                       We have moved and built a new home
             Changes

   Changes                             
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People don’t like change’ so they say. Well! We have experienced the full gambit of emotions. First change of home for Ian after 65 years – the grief tempered by the joy of James and Grace, Hamish and Renee coming home to the farm.  Packing up was mainly Alison’s grief as Ian didn’t have to pack up his workshop! However, Ian showed his stress by spilling coffee on the computer, losing all the data as he was putting the office together in our very small rented home. This was turned into laugher as Ian wrote a very funny piece on our experiences of moving into town, for our local paper.  
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January found us surrounded by boxes, decisions galore, trying to put things out. We rented for 6 months until our home was finished. During that time the builder consulted us frequently. Just how many decisions are there in one house? We loved it. As long as Alison got a couple days break between major decisions she coped well. Design? windows? power points? colour scheme? Doors? Curtains? New furniture, paint the old.? It all came together to make a beautiful country home in the heart of Donald and yet with a country outlook. The house has a lovely view overlooking the Richardson River and its flood plain. No-one can build to the left or right or in front. Although it is the eighth dry year in a row, the river has had shallow pools of water to enhance our view. Interest was such that we had an open day in July, just before we moved in. The design, the colourbond cladding and the view were of great interest for over 80 people came and enjoyed seeing the house and hearing about the design features.
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Another major change is that Debbie has been separated from her husband, Trevor since last December and this is moving towards permanency. It has been and is a time of great grief and stress. The five children have found the arrangement of living with Mum for 2 weeks and then Dad for 2 weeks, difficult. They love their Dad, the farm, their animals and being surrounded by the familiar and yet they want to be with Mum as well. We are thankful that we have been able to support Deb in many ways as she has returned to nursing, bought a house and juggles the children’s needs and work commitments. We look to the Lord and ask for prayer for wisdom, guidance and that the stress for the children will be minimized. 

Another change that has brought deep sadness to us all was the passing of Alison’s brother, Alistair in May. This was very sudden, the day before his 69th Birthday. Although Alistair was in remission from throat cancer his death was seemingly unrelated. It is hard at times to realize that he is not with us. He was enjoying working on the family tree at the time. Fortunately, Alistair and Ethel had enjoyed two holiday trips around Australia one through the centre and down the east coast and the other down the west coast.

Highlights and lowlights in the year have been 

*falling off Renee’s pony -walking with difficulty for some weeks 

      * riding our bikes around town –

                          * taking a cut lunch out to the farm each day (we haven’t retired) -  

* shopping not a major drama – 

*Alison’s hand froze one cold day at golf, unable to hold the stick!!

* to attend functions and events in town, more easily – 

* stayed at the Windsor for a Show, later enjoyed Melbourne Symphony Orchestra both on freebies

           *Successful Convention 

    *visitors      *Garage Sale   *swimming between 6 and 7AM – in training for the masters’ games when we are 90

[image: image7.jpg]Cassandra

McE

OLYMPIA

en



[image: image8.jpg]


                                 

[image: image9.jpg]


It has been another very difficult year to manage. We did not get autumn rain again, leading to heavy feeding of ewes and lots of lamb losses, we will probably hold half the ewes over for spring lambing next season. Jim has great interest in sheep and lambs so we have purchased young ewes. One truck from WA direct from farm near Esperance to home in two days on a B Double 4 deck, total 675, over 2700 km. All walked off the truck in excellent condition. 
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We had good winter rain but cut out again in October. We have had good grass in spring and some hay was cut but our crops are pretty disappointing again. The double whammy of low yields and poor prices is another challenge. Because 
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                                                      of the strong dollar almost 80c to $1US and the huge crops in the northern  

                                                       hemisphere, our prices are way down on last year. Ian’s role of chairman of the North Central Wimmera Mallee Water Consultative Committee has quieten since the Federal Govt.’s welcome announcement of the financial commitment for the pipe line. The pricing of the water is the next big issue. 

James is being challenged by the complexities of farming and establishing the new enterprise of growing fodder and fattening lot-fed lambs. Grace enjoys the farm life and is constantly busy extending hospitality to their city visitors. Hamish(12) is doing well with his motorcross racing and Renee(9) is always a delight – enjoying her first school camp away from home.
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Rob and Marianne, Cassandra (10), Georgina (7), and Harrison (4) are to stay in Manilla until July, 2005. Rob’s contract to Shell has been extended. They are constantly challenged with living outside their culture. However, the children are enjoying school and their extra curriculum activities

Karin has achieved much this year, completing her teaching qualifications to meet British requirements – QTS. We are looking forward to seeing her on the 12th Dec as she flies in from London to have Christmas with us. A short visit, as Karin is still enjoying 

London and has teaching commitments to meet on her return.


Our interest continues in Ukraine. We are shipping our second container of 

secondhand clothes, toys and shoes to Ukraine shortly. This is a great achievement for the small committee, collecting, packing and raising funds for freight. Our hearts and prayers are with our friends in Ukraine trusting that the issue of the election results can be settled peacefully, please pray for this country. 

Landcare feaures more and more in our farming scene as the government is using this structure to achieve the objectives of sustainable farming, retaining and increasing the native vegetation. We are involved with submissions,  project management of large grants and final reports as well as the ‘on ground’ works. Alison enjoys spot spraying weeds in our ‘bush’. We also planted another 1000 trees.

We will enjoy a different Christmas this year as the family will be scattered. Karin will be home with James and Grace and Deb and family but Rob and Marianne will be in Manilla. We look forward to celebrating the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Mel Gibson’s film the Passion of Christ made an indelible impact on us as it did on many others. Why was the Son of God born in humble circumstance? Why did He suffer as portrayed graphically in the film? - to take our place as the last sacrifice for sin and free us from judgement and give us eternity with our heavenly Father. Our hearts are filled with love and gratitude. 

May this Christmas be a blessing to you as you ponder on the miracle of Christmas that you may ‘---know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings.’ Phil 3:10

And a Happy New Year filled with blessings and hope



Wise Men still follow His light


            And seek His will





Blessings to you atChristmas











2004





5th in Aust. KTM Cup 85cc 12 year old





Cassandra enjoying softball





Maths wiz,takes after Dad





Steph - Runner Up Best and Fairest in Hockey  , Rebekah- Miss Junior Showgirl, Levi-cheeky as  ever





Bill enjoys his social life





Renee loves the animals, 


particularly the puppies





Harrison started nursery school





Olivia with `Pebbles’








