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Dear 
Christmas Greetings

One of the enjoyable aspects of Christmas is writing to friends and family, thinking about each person as we write notes and address envelopes. 

Another is thinking of why we celebrate Christmas. That God is love. Not only does He love us or is loving toward us but He is love itself. ` As we reflect this Christmas on the wonder of God wrapping His heart in human flesh and placing it for all to see in that tiny babe in Bethlehem, draw yourself up to your full height in Him. God loves you. He really does. The incarnate Jesus is the proof!’ - Selwyn Hughes 1999   We pray that you may experience His love in your day-to-day life.

Alison thought she would read her diary to help her remember what we have done for the year. Unfortunately she was too busy to write in it and at times too busy to read what had been written so she found that she had doubled up on appointments and missed some others. We’re sure your busy lives are more ordered than that but it does make for interesting times.
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Definitely improving next year, Alison is resigning from her four-day position with the Donald High School, as an integration aide. After five years at school and 17 years in disabilities she will miss Anthony, Jessica and the staff she has been working with. Ian is a bit nervous about what Alison will fill those hours with! Not to worry, they’re full already- building a house , packing up, a move to Donald and a holiday when school goes back. I always wanted one of those!!!
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Yes, we are on the move, not retiring though. James and Grace, Hamish and Renee are returning to the farm and we have a beautiful block on the river in Donald, on which we are building. You will be welcome to visit us in our new home in the second half of the year. The challenge is to pack, not putting things in boxes but deciding what goes out after 39 years!!!

The drought of last year continues, that is the rain was very sparse during the year and the storages (in the Grampians) are only 15% (6% in May) of capacity. However, we have a good crop grown on the showers during the growing season.(GSR) Harvest is well under way and we are so thankful.

Although earlier rain had given promise of normal rains, by May the ground was very parched and dry, we initiated a Prayer Gathering for Rain in our local park and 50 people came. We continued each Friday lunchtime with 7 or 8 people from a support group of 20 or so from all churches. We met in all weathers-dust storm, cold winds, spitting rain but never heavy steady rain. Jeremiah 14 describes our situation in May. Alison paraphrased it, check it against your translation

 V1 This message came to the believers from the Lord explaining why he was holding back the  rain.

V2  The Wimmera and Mallee are deeply concerned, business is being seriously effected, all the people are talking about the rain, they are looking at the weather maps and discussing `the lows’ coming through.

V3 The landowners and water managers send their employees for water in the dams and storages but they are dry or nearly dry. The employees return, the dams and channels are empty. The  pumps will not prime. They are baffled and desperate and shake their heads in grief.

V4 The ground is parched and cracked for lack of rain and subsoil moisture. The rains are little more than showers. The farmers and businessmen are anxious and depressed.

V5 The ewes desert their lambs because there is no grass. 

V6 The kangaroos stand on top of the bare hills panting like thirsty cattle. They strain their eyes looking for grass to eat, but there is none to be found.

Ian has an important role in the water situation as chairman of the North Central Water Users Consultative Committee. How to share the little water available and be fair to all ratepayers? We ended up getting one house dam filled with the available supply. This is better than the worst case scenario of domestic water being delivered by tanker, a scheme triggered by the committee and actually got started before some reasonable runoff in July.

This crisis over a period of seven years has resulted in a major piping scheme being planned to cost from $400 million +, a business case for Govt. help is in process right now.

He enjoyed attending the National Irrigation and Drainage Conference in Shepparton.

Ian had a serious injury during cropping when the wing of the prickle chain fell on him. His knee took the weight resulting in knee arthroscopy and months of limping. The knee is good now.
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Ian arranged a Christian Business Men’s  
Dinner in October and John Fox spoke of his Christian faith through his experiences playing VFL for Geelong and being CEO for Rural Finance Corporation.
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Ukraine is in the back of our minds all the time, not being able to visit this year because of drought in our country, last year and in Ukraine this year. The country changed from a major exporter last year to an importer of grain this year. Gordie Siebring, our all suffering partner and friend has had  a very tough year. We are putting another shipping container of good used clothing together again this year.(donations toward freight welcome) `I will be meeting this afternoon with the people who received your shipment of clothing.  They are very keen to get some more clothing, as down in their area they seem to have tremendous need for clothing.  They

have something like 2,500 invalids in their organization, that they try to provide for, and get very little government help.’ Gordie 2/12/03
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 The families are all busy doing `their thing’. Debbie and Trevor have had an eventful year with Trevor’s accident (he fell from the bull bar of the Nissan Patrol and tore his pelvic cartilage taking him weeks to recover), in the meanwhile Debbie has managed the piggery. As Trevor recovered he decided to start a new enterprise - emus. As Ian says if anyone can make it happen Trevor can. We are very proud of Debbie graduating from the Australian Rural Leadership Course. Alison was in Canberra for the ceremony. General 
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Cosgrove gave the address. Bill, Stephanie, Olivia, Rebekah and Levi were there too and they also enjoy their football, netball and hockey during the year. They are all a great help in the piggery.

Rob and Marianne, Cassandra, Georgie and Harrison will be home from Manilla for a Christmas break so it will wonderful to see them. The cross culture experience is challenging but the children are enjoying their school and Harrison is the star of nursery school. They have enjoyed some interesting days away. We appreciated seeing the family in July. Unfortunately, Marianne’s brother died suddenly and they were home for the funeral.
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 Cassandra, Georgie and Harrison celebrating U.N. Day in the Philippines.  Their contribution included ANZAC biscuits, singing 'Kookaburra sits in the

old gum tree' and dancing to the Wiggles 'Emu Dance'.

Jim and Grace, Hamish and Renee are doing a significant seachange by moving frrom city to farm. Hamish will miss his active involvement in BMX racing, as he finished second in the 11 year age group of the State BMX championship. The proud owner of V2 plate on his bike.

Renee has a pony already to bring to the farm. Jim has been working with Ian this harvest while Grace is responsible for selling their home in Melbourne.


Karin is bright and busy in London studying to bring her teaching qualifications up to British requirements. She has 2 new flatmates and still enjoys the social life of London amongst the friends from her church. We miss her but enjoy the chats, hearing about her latest sightseeing. Ian’s sister and husband are in Cornwall so Karin hopes to get down there soon.

Although, the lack of water has dominated our year, the yields have been remarkable, excellent for barley and average for wheat and canola. The harvest being made significantly easier by leasing Trevor’s John Deere 8820, with it’s 30 foot front.

We are looking forward to having all the family home for Christmas, except for Karin. We trust that you have a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year
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John Fox, Ian  and Jack Stewart. Youth group prepared a beautiful meal





Part of the Course 9 group with General Cosgrove, Debbie on left





Levi and Rebekah at the Deb. Ball. Levi was page boy. Deb with Stephanie, Olivia, Rebekah and Bill at Graduation. Deb driving the bus as she and children set off for a holiday





A wonderful highlight in the year a balloon flight in Mildura
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