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‘Pinella’

R.M.B. 1832

Donald 3480

Ph: 03 54983245

Fax: 0354983225

Email:  ianmcewn@ruralnet.com.au
[image: image4.png]


December, 2001

Dear 
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As I begin to write this letter to you, I am sitting under a magnificent oak tree in the grounds of the Rubicon Outdoor Centre in N.E. Victoria, enjoying the views of hills and blue mountains. Nearby is the Rubicon River running so freely in its shallow, stony bed, such a contrast to home with the undulating to flat paddocks turning their summer browns and creams. This is the fourth week away with Year 9’s this year. The series of 4 weeks in a ‘Time Out Program’- one per term has seen me backpacking in the Grampians, team planting 5,000 trees in the Pyrenees, painting steam trains and cleaning the cemetery in community week in town and now an adventure camp at Rubicon. Walking 20 feet in the air on high ropes was probably the biggest challenge for me. The program is to challenge the 14/15 year olds to move out of their comfort zone and extend themselves. It has been encouraging to see the student I support (he has an intellectual disability) mature through these experiences as well as the day-to-day teaching.

Non–hightlights: Falling off a push bike and getting a woozy head and grazes and falling backwards with a full backpack – arms and legs frailing around like a tortoise!! – Alison
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The crops have grown on ten inches (250mm) of rain this year but the quality is good and as is 
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the price. We also had a record year with prime lamb and only a third of our dams filled is a challenge.

Non–hightlights: dry July. The fifth dry winter in a row


The McEwen-Paterson Reunion in March was voted a great success by all the family members who attended the weekend. We enjoyed having so many of the family together for the launch of the book ‘Tamoshanter to Akubra’, the Picnic on the Granite Rocks, the Dinner, the Church Service and BBQ. Our overseas visitors were one of the many highlights as was the contributions of family members -to have a power point presentation of the 80 odd, great, great, great grandchildren of William and Janet Paterson from all over the world was extra special. Ian prepared a database of the genealogy of the family and Alison compiled the book that captures the early history of the family.

Non-highlight -  we didn’t have time to talk to everyone individually

Following last year’s trip to Ukraine, we decided to contribute by investing in the company working in 

Ukraine, headed up Gordon Siebring from the USA. He decided on purchasing a 4 wheel drive Massey – 4840 tractor with our investment. Not wanting to be a silent partner we followed up with another trip to Ukraine this past year. Ian found the crops excellent. Cereals averaged 4 tonne to the hectare but lots of hassles with the bulk of material to get through the headers with plenty of breakdowns and failed belts. The consortium still trying to harvest soybeans in the snow and ice  --Life in the Ukraine is difficult and not for the faint hearted.

Alison enjoyed 4 days at a children’s camp, visits to a Drug and Rehabitation Centre in Odessa, Disability Centre in Kiev and an orphanage and psychiatric hospital in Vinnista. At home, we have established a fund with a committee of wonderful friends to collect secondhand clothes, shoes and toys, as well as fundraisers for the cost of the freight. We are half way with the cost and the container of goods. Would you like to help?

One of the highlights we enjoyed was staying in a small village. The homes have limited modern conveniences but the people are so welcoming. We were privileged to be there for their Harvest Holiday party- sharing in the meal and listening to the folk singing.

Non-highlights: were 10 flights of stairs to the apartment, cockroaches, getting lost when returning to the apartment (Alison), nearly missing the train from Kiev to Odessa!!!(Alison)


During the year, Ian decided to put all our activities down on an application for VFF Rural Achiever of the Year. This competition has the lucrative prize of a Nissian 4 wheel utility worth $50,000 - a great incentive to apply. It is judged on your farm management and achievements, community involvement and landcare conservation. We were honoured to be Regional winners for the Wimmera. We enjoyed a great dinner and a night in a luxury hotel apartment as our prize but missed out on the final and the ute.

We enjoy close contact with the family and the grandchildren, each of them growing up.

Seeing Bill(13) each day at school is great. The Watchem school is closing and Stephanie(11), Olivia(9), Rebekah(8) and Levi(6) will be coming into Donald Primary and so we hope to be helpful, next year with all their comings and goings. Trev and Deb are pleased that both their businesses–the piggery and harvest contracting are flourishing with heaps of hard work though. Jim and Grace are busy with their jobs but they take time out for Hamish’s (8)BMX racing and Rene’s (6) gymnastics. Rob and Marianne team well together as Rob is often in Tasmania with a major project and he has had a trip to Czechoslovakia Republic. Cassandra(7), Georgie(5) have their swimming and drama group and of course Harrison(2) is a delight. Karin’s phone calls from London are always welcome. She is enjoying her teaching and a full social life with the young people from her church. The hospitality of a farming family in Devon has been one her highlights this year.

We enjoy our church family and friends. Living out our Christian faith means sharing in the ups and downs of each family, celebrating special occasions as well as the sadness. One of the church family, George Rotherham died this year while we were in Ukraine. We received an email immediately and then passed the news on in a global email. A few friends in Donald received the news from Ukraine! The marvels of modern technology- Ian can watch the rain falling on the farm here at home while being on the farm in Ukraine!!! via the laptop and the internet.

During October, we enjoyed a visit from Glenda and Clyde Ragland from Washington DC, USA. They came for the Donald High School Reunion. Glenda had been with us in 1982 as an AFS student. September 11 put a question mark over their trip but with changed flights they were free to come. Clyde is in the USA navy based in Washington and knew of friends caught in the Pentagon tragedy. 

A special this month has been welcoming Gro Aanestad (19), an agriculture trainee from Norway into our home. She will be with us for 6 months. Gro is proving to be a very efficient and capable header driver. Gro’s parent’s have a diary farm in Vorhaug, Norway. She is a delight with a lovely enthusiasm for life and new experiences.

Above all our activities, achievements, joys and sorrows is our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Christmas enables us to rejoice that God is with us. The marvel of God Himself being born as man, living with the daily round of common tasks and fulfilling His ministry with an understanding of our joys and struggles, the stresses and strains of human life gives us all the more reason to rejoice this Christmas season. As we look forward to celebrating Christmas with Rob and Marianne and Deb and Trevor and Gro, we wish you a very Happy and Blessed Christmas and a safe and wonderful New Year.
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Felt painting of the Quarry by artist, Gwen Smith and Donald High School students during a felting workshop. When I first saw it I was overwhelmed that Ian and I and our children had created something so beautiful that it has translated into a wonderful work of Art. It is on display at the Donald High School.
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He is the gift


    we receive,


         the love we share


               the song we sing


                     the hope we cherish








Jesus Christ





Christmas Greetings 
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Definitely out of my comfort zone
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Lorinda Curnow with her kneehigh puppet
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A Felt Picture of the Quarry by Gwen Smith created with the assistance of Donald High School Students. It is on display at the School. When I first saw it I was overwhelmed that we as a family had created something  so beautiful that a wonderful picture could result. Please come and see it.








